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#3 “"THE GIFT OF POSSIBILITIES”

Isaiah 61:1-3 (NIV) The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the
year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and
provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They
will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.

Luke 4:16-21 (NIV) He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit
of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it
back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on
him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Matthew 15:29-31 (NIV) Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on
a mountainside and sat down. Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the
crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. The people
were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and
the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.

Because of Christmas and your faith in Jesus Christ, you can:

Matthew 9:28-30a (NIV) When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked
them, “Do you believe that | am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. Then he touched their
eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you”; and their sight was restored. ...

Luke 18:41-43 (NIV) “"What do you want me to do for you?” “Lord, | want to see,” he replied.

Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his
sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.
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Mark 7:37 (NIV) People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,”
they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

Spiritual deafness causes significant problems for us:

® Hardness.

Matthew 13:15 (NIV) For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with
their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear
with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and | would heal them.

@® Spiritual ignorance.

2 Timothy 4:4 (NIV) They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.

® Spiritual resistance.

Ezekiel 12:2 (NLT) Son of man, you live among rebels who have eyes but refuse to see.
They have ears but refuse to hear. For they are a rebellious people.

® Misdirection.

Proverbs 19:27 (NIV) Stop listening to instruction, my son, and you will stray from the words
of knowledge.

Luke 11:28 (NLT) Jesus replied, “But even more blessed are all who hear the word of God and
put it into practice.”

Matthew 9:6-8 (NIV) “But | want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” Then the
man got up and went home. When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they
praised God, who had given such authority to man.

Luke 13:11-12 (NIV) And a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen
years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called her
forward and said to her, “"Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.”

Matthew 12:13 (NIV) Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it out
and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other.
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Luke 8:1-2 (NIV) After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some
women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom
seven demons had come out.

Be

Mark 1:40-42 (NIV) “A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, ‘If you
are willing, you can make me clean.’ Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and
touched the man. 'l am willing,” he said. ‘Be clean!" Immediately the leprosy left him and he
was cleansed.”

John 11:25 (NIV) Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in
me will live, even though they die.”

John 20:30-31 (NIV) Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which

are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
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