DISCOVER

#1 The Power of a Promise

What do we need to know about God'’s promises?

®

God’'s promises are backed by His character.

Numbers 23:19 (NIV) God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he
should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not
fulfill?

God's promises are backed by His ability.

Romans 4:21 (NIV) Being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had
promised.

God's promises are to be trusted because of His faithfulness.

2 Timothy 2:13 (NIV) If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown
himself.

God's promises are an expression of His love and goodness.

Psalm 84:11 (NIV) For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and
honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.

We are encouraged to claim God's promises.

2 Corinthians 1:20 (NIV) For no matter how many promises God has made, they are
“Yes" in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.

God's promises are found in His Word—The Bible.
Isaiah 55:11 (ERV) In the same way, my words leave my mouth, and they don’t come

back without results. My words make the things happen that | want to happen. They
succeed in doing what | send them to do.

God'’s promises for Joseph and Mary:
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Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her and
said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and
give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he
will reign over Jacob's descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this
be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will
come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be
born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in
her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no
word from God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord'’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV) This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to
the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce
her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to himin a
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and
you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God
with us”). When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him
and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave
birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Discovering God'’s promises:

1. God's promises us.

Matthew 6:22-24 (GW) The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is unclouded, your
whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If the light in you is darkness, how dark it will be! No one can serve two masters.
He will hate the first master and love the second, or he will be devoted to the first and
despise the second. You cannot serve God and wealth.

Psalm 86:11 (NIV) Teach me your way, LORD, that | may rely on your faithfulness; give me
an undivided heart, that | may fear your name.

John 8:10-11 (TPT) Until finally, Jesus was left alone with the woman still standing there in
front of him. So he stood back up and said to her, “Dear woman, where are your accusers?
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Is there no one here to condemn you?” Looking around, she replied, “l see no one, Lord.”
Jesus said, “Then | certainly don’t condemn you either. Go, and from now on, be free from
a life of sin.”

2. God'’s promises us.

Psalm 119:140 (TPT) All your promises glow with fire; that's why I'm a lover of your word.

3. God's promises us.

Luke 1:29 (TPT) Mary was deeply troubled over the words of the angel and bewildered
over what this may mean for her.

Luke 1:38 (TPT) Then Mary responded, saying, “This is amazing! | will be a mother for the
Lord! As his servant, | accept whatever he has for me. May everything you have told me
come to pass.” And the angel left her.

Matthew 1:24 (TPT) When Joseph awoke from his dream, he did all that the angel of the
Lord instructed him to do. He took Mary to be his wife.

4. God's promises give

Pastor Dale O’Shields | Church of the Redeemer | December 5 & 6, 2020



